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Saint Anselm Parish  
Celebrates Golden Jubilee in 2011 

By:  Dave Favorite 
 

Archbishop Edward F. Hoban established 
St. Anselm Parish on July 9, 1961.     
Monsignor Thomas J. Kelly was our    
Parish’s first pastor.  In those early days, 
Sunday mass was celebrated at West-
wood School, with daily mass held above 
the Chesterland Furniture Store, where 
the original parish offices were located.  
Construction on the new church         
commenced in June of 1962 with the first 
mass in the new church celebrated on 
Christmas Eve of that same year. 
 

Today, a half century later Father Thomas 
Sweany is pastor of a vibrant caring parish 
community with over fifty (50) on-going 
programs and organizations, a U.S.      
Department of Education Blue Ribbon 
Award winning parish school, and      
beautiful facilities including the church, 
school, rectory, parish offices, and        
convent.  Fifty years after the inception of 
St. Anselm parish we are preparing to 
celebrate our Parish’s Golden Jubilee.  
The highlight of our celebration will be 
mass celebrated by Bishop Richard    
Lennon on Sunday, July 10, 2011. 
 

In addition to this special mass, various 
social, educational, and spiritual events 
and activities will be held by a number of 
parish organizations in recognition of our 
Special Anniversary.   We hope you will 
plan to be a part of these celebrations.  
More information concerning these events 
will be forthcoming, as plans are finalized.  
Those who are willing to volunteer their 
time to assist with the celebration are 
asked to contact Mr. Dave Favorite (440) 
729-3450 or you can contact him by email 
at dfavorite@ddr.com. 
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Come and See:  
Three Part Cluster Forgiveness Series 

 

By: Jean Fitzgerald 
 
 
The cluster “Come and See” series served as a Lenten Mission as well as an outreach to persons who are  
inactive parishioners of both St. Francis and St. Anselm parishes.  Dr. Fratianne is founder of the Burn Unit at 
Metro General Hospital.  Fr. Dragga is the Rector of Borromeo Seminary.  The following is a summary of the 
three events. 
 
Forgiving Ourselves –Dr. Richard Fratianne  
 
Forgiving ourselves is key.  Everyone sins and many don’t feel worthy to seek forgiveness.  People who are 
unaware of God’s love experience anger, bargaining and frustration.  Jesus brings forgiveness to us.   St. Paul 
says that we are constantly at battle regarding what God wants and what we want.  God says there is another 
way to live.  Because he gave us the opportunity to sin, he also gave us the free will not to sin: grace. 

 
God says love others. When we have the grace of God, we feel able to accept his forgiveness and be made 
whole.  If we don’t accept forgiveness, we feel just as bad after confession. God loves us with transforming 
love.  Agape love is sacrificial, unconditional love, where nothing separates us from God.  Our sacrificial love 
has to be freely given and freely accepted.  God loves us that way.   With this love, if someone wants to start 
an argument, we walk away.  Loving that way, we lay down our lives inch by inch.  Agape love makes the lover 
vulnerable.    Forgiving ourselves is the first step toward agape love. 

 
Forgiving our Neighbor –Dr. Richard Fratianne  
 
We are unique in all the world.  God’s creation is incomplete without us.  Once we recognize that we are loved 
that way, we know we are filled with grace.  How do we give love away?  When they hurt, slander us or make 
us suffer and we love others anyway.  God says to us, “Love one another as I have loved you.” John 14.   Go 
out of your way and make others feel whole.  When you love someone they are filled with grace and begin to 
feel worthy to seek forgiveness.  God wants us to treat others the way he treated them. 

 
You can’t love another until you forgive them.  We have to have a very close relationship with God to be willing 
to turn the other cheek.  It’s a circle.  God loves us.  When we give love to others, they too start giving it away. 
When we fill ourselves with God’s transforming love, the world will change. 

 
Forgiving the Church -  Fr. Tom Dragga  
 
Apathy, illness or death of others, relocation, the sexual abuse crisis and abuse of power can distance people 
from the Church.  For people in parishes who might feel hurt or have left, we might say, “Your presence in the 
life of our Church means something.  Let me offer you an apology in the name of a priest or a church worker.” 
 
Sometimes, as difficult as hurt or pain might be, we might have to let it go and  stop allowing it to haunt us be-
cause we are giving it/them more power than the situation deserves.  When we give vent to our sadness over 
this wrong, we need to express this to the right person. 

 
Some, who have drifted away wonder why go to Church.  We go because it is right to be bodily present in the 
Church.   When we step away (from the church), we sometimes feel we don’t have to handle the situation that 
caused us pain and handling it is very important.   We need to move beyond.  We need to recognize [faith] is 
not about a building, priest, or person, but is about the Body and Blood of Christ.  When we leave, no one has 
to deal with our concerns and it’s important that they do. 
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Wisdom Ministries 
By: Jean Fitzgerald 

New for our parish this year and new for our cluster is Wisdom Ministries .  “In 
the last 100 years, our longevity has increased thirty years!  This fact has just 
begun to evoke responses – socially, culturally and spiritually” shares Richard 
Johnson, gerontologist, lecturer and author, in his work entitled, Parish Ministry 
for Maturing Adults.  He adds, “Our chronological age is the most inaccurate 
and crude measurement of our value, our accomplishments and our spirit.”  
Our new ministry at St. Anselm and St. Francis is for people in their mid-forties 
and above.  Boomers are those born between 1946 and 1964 who have a 
global world view, curious minds and diverse family configurations.  Builders, 
people in their mid-sixties to late seventies, are the wonderful people who built 
our national bridges, churches and highways.  They want to get things done.  

Elders are people in their mid-eighties-plus with advanced wisdom and much to share.  Persons with          
disabilities may also be homebound and often have wisdom beyond their years. 
 
The goal of Wisdom Ministries is to transform transitions into spiritual growth.  Making the most of life’s       
ongoing changes involves living in the present, transforming our attitudes toward maturation, seeking love 
everywhere, accepting our true self, giving of ourselves to others, celebrating faith, discovering new meaning 
in life and achieving balance in our lives.   

 
Beginning this past February, our cluster has begun offering new workshops and study 
groups to people of these specific age groups.  During the spring we are hosting two    
separate and distinct autobiography groups.  In May we will host a two part series       
entitled Dealing with Losses in the Builder Years.  Part one focuses on Loss of Child and 
Activities.  Part two involves sharing on the Loss of  a Spouse or Friend.  It will be held 
on Thursdays, May 5 and 12 at St. Francis from 7:00-9:00 pm and on Thursdays, May 
19 and 26 from 1:00-3:00 pm.  Anyone is welcome to attend. 

In late summer (August 28-29 from 7:00-9:00 pm), a team will present Retiring With Purpose.  Participants will 
leave with clearer knowledge of themselves at the point of retirement.  The goal is to find new meaning in our 
next steps.  Cost for this series is $25.00 and while geared to Boomers, the series is open to all.  Call the   
parish at 440-729-9575 to register.   
 
Lastly, watch the bulletin for specifics on a book discussion  
on Living with Purpose and for our October 3 workshop  
entitled, Creating Caregiver Balance, especially for but not 
limited to adults in the sandwich generation.  Jason Lewis 
and Leanne Mahovlic of the Diocese of Cleveland will    
present the evening beginning at 7:00 pm. 

 
For any of the above sessions contact the parish office at 
440-729-9575 to register. 
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Saint Anselm Uganda Project 
    By: Pat Kuss 

 

There are millions of people throughout the 
world for whom each day is a challenge for 
survival.   

We can open our hearts and our hands to 
them by:  

 

•    Living out our Christian Faith  
 
•    Creating bonds of love and friendship 
 
•    Educating ourselves 
 
•    Building educational hope 
 
•    Building economic hope 
 
 

Join us in making this  
a better world 

Opportunity To Live Your 
Christian Faith 

 

The Church of Saint Anselm is 50 years old in 
2011.  Throughout the years, the parish has 
grown in membership, in edifice and in living 
the example of Jesus Christ.  The generous 
people of Saint Anselm have provided for the 
needy in our midst through many generous  
actions.  We are truly doing God’s work. 
 

The Call To Service 
 

While millions of people in the world struggle 
for survival, God has blessed many of us with 
more than the necessities of life.  As disciples 
of Jesus Christ who instructed us to feed the 
hungry and clothe the naked, we have a       
responsibility to reach out beyond our borders 
to wherever the need exists.  To this end, the 
Saint Anselm  Social Outreach Committee is 
pairing with the St. Kizito Foundation to        
promote the value of human life in Uganda. 
 
The St. Kizito Foundation  was founded by 
Fr. Don Dunson from the Diocese of Cleve-
land. The foundation provides the opportunity 
for education for former child soldiers and 
other children with difficult circumstances.    
 

Learn more about the partnership 
of Saint Anselm and  

the St. Kizito Foundation  
at an organizational meeting 

 
May 22, 2011 

7:00 PM 
Hospitality Room  
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 School News  
By: Joan Agresta  

 
They were all here:  Rosa Parks, Louis Armstrong, Langston 
Hughes—even Oprah Winfrey!  They were all here:  repre-
sentatives from the thirteen original colonies!  They were all 
here:  the Presidents of the United States in a chat room!  
They were all here during the Saint Anselm Upper Hall Spot-
light on Academics program this spring.  Fifth grade         
students researched famous people for their Black History 
presentations.  
The sixth graders 
took on the chal-
lenge of explaining 
their colonies as 
they represented 
the original 13.  
Our fourth graders 
delighted us with a  
readers’ theater 
that had all the 
Presidents of the 
United States listing their accomplishments as they met on 
an internet chat room.  Eighth graders applied their math to 
real life situations and seventh graders presented their 
speeches in preparation for an April speech contest. 
 

Saint Anselm School offers many exciting programs, and 
when it is possible to showcase them, inviting in parents, 
neighbors, friends, it is truly a joy to behold!  This Spotlight 
on Academics came about as teachers searched for a way 
to let others actually see our students at their creative best!  
Look for it to become an annual event. 
 

This year students at Saint Anselm have also been involved 
in the Great Books reading program.  Replacing the former 
Shooting Stars program for early and talented readers, 
Great Books offers literature from around the world, expos-
ing the students to various genres and literary types. 
 

All classes have been involved in preparing their books for 
the Young Authors Night.  Each year all the students at all 
the Catholic schools in Geauga County gather together with 
“books” they have written.  This evening event draws       
children and families from all over!  Each child’s book is         
displayed, and a local published author is invited in to talk to 
the families about what it takes to be an author. 
 

From the very youngest preschooler, delighting in exploring 
a new world, to eighth graders challenged by Algebra I and 
Geometry, there’s a lot to see, do, and enjoy at Saint 
Anselm School!  Come and see! 
 
    

  

Religious Education  
and Faith Formation  

By: Sister Ann Whitely  
 

Sacraments  
 

A HEARTFELT THANK YOU to all      
parents who so generously contributed 
their time at the Confirmation and Jesus 
Day Retreats.  We are grateful. 
 
 

First Eucharist  
 

Eighty-eight second graders received the 
Sacrament of Eucharist for the first time the 
weekends of May 1st and May 8th.  Please 
keep both the children and their families in 
your prayers that all may grow in a deeper 
appreciation of the Eucharist and in their 
relationship with Christ.  We, as a faith 
community welcome all of you to the table 
of the Lord. 
 

Religious Education  
 

Registration Forms for the 2011-2012 PSR 
school year will be mailed in June to the 
homes of families already in the PSR    
Program.  If you are new to the program or 
did not send your child last year, registra-
tion forms will be available by the end of 
June in the entrance area of the Church by 
the bulletin boards.  Please complete your 
registration as soon as possible and return 
all forms in the envelope provided.  The 
calendar and schedule of classes will be 
mailed out at the beginning of August. 
 

HOW CAN YOU HELP SPREAD  
GOD’S MESSAGE OF LOVE?       

 

Do you enjoy interaction with children and 
youth?  Have you  ever considered using 
your gifts and talents to bring the Good 
News of our faith to the children and youth 
of our  parish?  Once again we are in need 
of PSR teachers, partner teachers,        
substitute teachers and office help.  Please 
call Sister Ann at 729-5113 for further    
information. 
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Vacation Bible School 
 

By: Sister Ann Whitely 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
SonSurf VBS  

June 20th – June 24th 
9:00 to Noon 

50th Anniversary 
Cookbook 

 

By: Connie White 
 

CALLING ALL COOKS!  
 
Do you have a great recipe or two that 
you would like to share?  We would love 
to  include it in our upcoming cookbook!   
 
The Messenger staff is coordinating the 
production of an Anniversary Issue Cook-
book with a large professional cookbook 
publisher.  We will be accepting recipes 
throughout the month of May 2011 for   
inclusion in this special cookbook.  We 
have set a goal of a maximum of 350    
recipes for the book so please get your 
recipes in before May 31, 2011 in order 
for them to be included in the cookbook.  
 
In addition, so that we can better judge 
how many cookbooks we want to         
produce, we will also be accepting reser-
vations for the cookbook.  You do not 
have to pay for it now, but please reserve 
it so you are assured of getting one.  A 
reservation slip is on the back of the    
recipe form and will also be printed in   
upcoming bulletins. The books will be 
available somewhere in the early October 
timeframe and in addition to being a treas-
ured keepsake for yourself, they will also 
make nice gifts for next Christmas. 
 
Recipe forms and instructions for entry 
including ingredient abbreviations etc. are 
available on the baptistry counter, at the 
parish   office, in school parent packs or 
can be downloaded from the parish web-
site at www.stanselm.org.    Please com-
plete the form as instructed on the sheet 
and return via the US mail to the parish 
office or place in  the recipe collection box 
in the baptistry by May 31, 2011.  You 
may also email recipes (but they must be 
in the format as described on the recipe 
form) to sacookbook@gmail.com by    
May 31, 2011. 
 
We look forward to seeing many great 
recipes included in this special Parish 
50th Anniversary cookbook! 

It’s that time of year again!  Summer vacation is just around the 
corner.  A time where parents and kids will be looking for some-
thing to do or somewhere to go, hopefully some place close to 
home.  Well, look no further because Vacation Bible School at 
Saint Anselm Church is a great place to kick off the summer 
fun. 
 
Children four years old to those completing fourth grade are      
eligible to join us in this fun packed week long beach bash   
adventure! 
 
During our week long visit to SonSurf Beach Bash your kids will 
enter an experience of discovery they will be talking about all 
summer long.  They will discover a living spiritual relationship 
with Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  With questions like... 
 
 Who is Jesus?  
 Why can I trust Jesus?  
 Why do I need Jesus?  
 How can Jesus help me when I mess up?  
 What does Jesus want me to do? 
 
We are looking forward to sharing this exciting eve nt with 
the children and parents in our community.  We hope  to 
see YOU for the SonSurf Beach Bash that begins June 20th 
and continues through June 24th. 
 
Please join us for fun and excitement! Meet Up with Jesus and 
Discover God’s Love! 
 
Save the dates and look for further details in the parish bulletin.  
Registration began in April.  Don’t be left out of the fun.        
Volunteers are needed for planning, crafting, decorating,  
teaching, and supervising games.  If you are able to help     
prepare for the week or work during the week of VBS, please 
notify Sister Ann Whitely at 729-5113. 
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 Father Butkowski 
 

By: Father Tom Sweany 
  

On May 21 Charles M. Butkowski will be ordained to the 
priesthood by Bishop Lennon.  Many of you know     
Father Butkowski as Chuck, the seminary intern who 
was at Saint Anselm for the 2008-09 school year.  
Chuck entered into our hearts during that year and 
many of us feel good just knowing him.  As with the 
other candidates for the priesthood,  Chuck has not  
received his assignment from the bishop as of the time 
of the writing of this article but by the time you read this he should know.  
Currently, newly ordained priests are given a four-year assignment by the 
bishop.  In canon law, they are called Parochial Vicars.  In the past they 
were called Associate Pastors and at one time they were referred to as 
Assistants.  No matter what their title, their first assignment is very        
important and helps them to grow into priestly ministry. 
 

Father Butkowski will celebrate Mass at his home parish, Saint Peter, 
North Ridgeville on May 22.  He will celebrate Mass here, too, but we have 
not yet determined the time of that celebration.  Watch the bulletin for up 
to date information. 
 

Please continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood, diaconate,        
religious life and lay pastoral ministry.  All are important.  Encourage those 
you think might have the ability and faith for church ministry to consider it.  
Those one-on-one conversations often mean a lot in the life of someone 
who may be called to ministry.    (picture courtesy of MK Photography ) 

Parish Facebook and E-blasts 
 

By: Jean Fitzgerald  and Kathy Popelka 
  
Communicating of Good News is our goal.  Starting a Facebook page is 
one vehicle to increase our communication and personal networking.  
Consider this:  the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops started a 
community on Facebook last August. There are now 25,000 'fans'         
associated with that community, who likely have 130 friends on Facebook. 
The bishops have the potential to reach hundreds of thousands of inter-
ested people multiple times a day.  Facebook communication is as big an 
invention as was the printing press. 
 

On our secure Facebook page, St. Anselm parish will both share informa-
tion about and provide a registration vehicle for coming events.  Facebook 
will link parishioners to one another.  Only those who become ‘fans’ of St. 
Anselm Parish Facebook will receive information and will be able to    
comment on listings.  Our Facebook page links other parish Facebook 
pages (e.g.. festival).  To access, sign up for Facebook and while signed 
in, go to www.facebook.com/SaintAnselmChurch. Click the “like” box on 
the top of our Facebook page. 
 

Constant Contact is our new parish process for sending emails to        
interested parishioners.  Your household could receive information        
including all or some of the following:  announcements of coming attrac-
tions, liturgical schedules, short reflections, or notification of a death of a 
parishioner.  To receive this info register your email address via 
www.stanselm.org – click the link “Sign Up Now for Email Updates”. 

May Crowning 
 

By: Karen Wright  
and Joan Agresta 

  
“Bring flowers of the rarest; bring 
flowers of the fairest” 
 

These words bring back fond 
memories of May Crowning   
ceremonies for many people.  
This year, Saint Anselm Parish 
will renew those memories and 
introduce to many young people 
this devotion to our Blessed 
Mother through a May Crowning 
Evening Prayer service to be held  
Wednesday, May 11 at 7:00 pm 
in Saint Anselm Church. Children 
who have celebrated their First 
Communion this year are invited 
to form the procession along with 
other PSR and Saint Anselm 
School children, and the entire 
parish is invited to this  special 
service.  
 

The Roman Catholic tradition of 
ceremonially honoring and crown-
ing a statue of Mary during the 
month of May dates back to 16th 
century Italy, and the practice 
was especially widespread in the 
United States prior to Vatican II.  
In recent years at Saint Anselm 
we have had a May crowning  
before a Sunday Mass in May but 
we have not had an evening 
Marian service. 
 

The May Crowning ceremonies 
will include evening prayer, 
crowning a statue of Mary,  
adorning the May altar with    
flowers, and singing of Marian 
hymns.  Everyone who comes is 
encouraged to bring simple    
flowers from the garden to place 
near the May altar.  Mary is cele-
brated and crowned as Queen 
because she is the Mother of the 
Son of God, the mother of our 
hearts, and the perfect and first 
follower of Christ.  It is exciting to 
have this beautiful tradition    
celebrated at Saint Anselm. 
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 MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday Vigil:  Sat. 4:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday:  8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m.,  
and 11:30 a.m.   

 

CONFESSIONS 
 

Saturday: 3:30-4:15 p.m. 
 

www.stanselm.org 
(440)729-9575 

Email: anselmst@aol.com 


